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occasion down below, but v/ere to avoid ail open display
\vhich would show from outboard. This appeal to the
men was not responded to; they were not to be per-
suaded from this on the 31 May of all days, and made the
celebration as open as possible with flags and illuminations,
that is both by day and night. The day passed, in spite
oi numerous interferences by the English guard boats,
without the German ships being seized.
At the beginning of June I learned that the crews of the
T.B.s were making preparations for the sinking of their
boats. These preparations, had ihey become known in
the Squadron, might have made the sinking of the Fleet
impossible. I sent for the leader of the T.B.s on board
the Emden and told him of my appreciation of the sit uation
and of my intentions. He announced his agreement. He
succeeded in keeping his preparations secret not only
from the English, but from the rest of the Squadron as
well, not an easy thing to do by any means.
Weeks of extreme tension followed. \\e were entirely
dependent on the English Press for information as to the
progress and substance of the Peace negotiations as our
mails, both letters and papers, had to pass the English
censorship in London and only reached us after a delay
of from three to four weeks ; even the English newspapers,
at the best, were four days old and their assertions were
contradictor}", sensationally coloured, unreliable, and
filled with hate. It was ciScult to appreciate the state
of the negotiations and particularly to gather what
attitude the German Government and people had taken
up. The German mail and provision vessels, although
always begged to bring over newspapers, usually only
had a copy of the paper issued on the day they sailed. I
received nothing from the Admiralty; of course, they
themselves were not in the picture and had no information